

Dramatic Irony:  The audience is aware of information that the characters are not.  Greek audiences knew the story of Oedipus; the plot offered no new surprise to them.  Dramatic irony is a device that is still in use today – in literature, theatre and cinema.  The allure is in the artist’s dramatic interpretation of the characters’ actions and words while they experience the situation.  

A major thematic concept:  The power of fate.  Writers and philosophers who came after Sophocles began to contemplate the notion of free will – that people actually have power over their own destiny, and things aren’t pre-ordained.  However, the power of fate was a powerful notion in the time of Sophocles.  King Oedipus is a character who tried to avoid trouble, but his struggle was ultimately useless.  It is possible that a person can fail at something, despite doing everything in his or her power to avoid that failure – this is a major theme in the play  

Oedipus was like many people – he had imperfections.  His own characteristics played a role in his downfall, but the most important factor was the Oracle’s proclamation – fate.  
Oedipus is confident and decisive.  These qualities can be positive or negative, depending on the circumstances.  

The play opens at the Royal Palace.  The city of Thebes has been stricken with plagues and pestilence.  Citizens gather in front of the Palace, begging for help.  

A priest describes how much the people look up to Oedipus, though he is careful to point out that they don’t consider him a god.  That would tempt fate, and insult the gods.     

Page 28:  Creon has returned with news from the Oracle.  Thebes has been stricken with such calamity because:

1.  The former king (Laius) had died.

2. The man who murdered him still walks freely through the city.

Dramatic Irony:  Oedipus claims he never saw or met Laius, the former King.  He also wonders where the King’s murderer could be hiding.  

Note:
At this point in time, Oedipus has been King of Thebes – and husband to Jocasta – for fifteen years.  By all accounts, it was a joyous and prosperous time.  However, the gods had reached the limits of their tolerance, and could no longer abide the situation.  Oedipus had fulfilled the Oracle.  His very existence – as King and husband – is an abomination.

